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‘Carers Count’
Campaign for Census 2011 

CARERS COUNT CAMPAIGN AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1. Ensure the accurate enumeration of Family Carers in Ireland to assist in the adequate provision of dedicated supports and services;

2. Ensure that the enumeration of Young Carers will provide an accurate reflection of the number of young people providing care in Ireland and the level of care being provided;

3. Ensure that Family Carers and Young Carers recognize themselves as Carers and identify themselves in Census 2011;

4. Help Carers calculate the total number of hours of care they provide on a weekly basis by informing them of what aspects of their daily routines counts as caregiving;

5. Provide an analysis of the findings emerging from Census 2011 with regard to Family Carers.

ABOUT THE CARERS COUNT CAMPAIGN 

The proposed Carers Count campaign will run over a three-year period in two phases – a pre-Census campaign and a post-Census campaign

YEAR 1: NOVEMBER 2010 – APRIL 2011

PRE-CENSUS CAMPAIGN

The pre-census campaign will begin in November 2010 and will run until April 10th 2011 (Census night). The pre-census phase will focus on a public information campaign on the upcoming Census and in particular Question 22 on Family Carers.  This national campaign will aim to sensitize the public on the importance of the Census and to provide direction on who should complete question 22 as well as providing guidelines on how to calculate the total number of hours of care provided each week.

The Carers Association along with a number of other organizations involved in supporting Carers, have met with the CSO and have agreed a joint publicity campaign in advance of Census 2011.  This campaign will consist of a number of concurrent PR efforts, including:

· Census 2011 Website: A CSO Census 2011 website will be launched in December 2010 and will include a dedicated Family Carer section and sub-pages as appropriate. The website will act as a resource for members of the public who wish to obtain information on the Census generally, but also to provide specific information to groups with an interest in a particular area or question on the Census.  The Carers section of the site will include materials such as presentations, video, discussions etc.  A link to the Census 2011 website will be displayed on the sites of a range of public bodies, care related organizations as well as social and healthcare providers.   Efforts will also be made to drive traffic to the site using social media such as Facebook, Twitter etc. 

· Poster Campaign: A number of Census 2011 posters will be developed which can carry tailored messages to target specific groups and let them know that the Census is relevant to them and address specific concerns that they may have. The posters will have contact details for the local enumerator and the Census website. These will be displayed in appropriate locations by the Census field staff or by other organisations if more appropriate. It is proposed to create a Family Carer poster that could be displayed in health centres, GP surgeries, welfare offices etc. Copies of these posters will be made available to the Carers Association for distribution through our networks.

· Young people: The CSO have a specific Census at Schools initiative which is geared towards driving awareness of the Census amongst young people. This initiative would be useful in targeting Young Carers through the education system.  The CSO and the Association will also collaborate on targeting Young Carers through the National Education Welfare Board, National Parents Council, Youth Diversion Projects, Youth Reach etc etc.

· PR material: News stories, articles and other PR material will be placed in various publications in the run up to the Census. This will aim to build on the broader public awareness campaign by explaining in more detail what the Census is about, how it is carried out, why it is important and the benefits to people of completing the Census form. Such articles will draw on the experience of Family Carers and will raise awareness of cargiving In Ireland and the contribution of Carers to society. Tailored articles specific to Carers will be published in the newsletters of the Carers Association and other organizations engaging with Carers. All materials will also be published on the Census 2011 website.

· Leaflets: Carer specific leaflets will be designed, printed, and made available to the Carers Association for distribution. These will be available in a number of languages.

YEARS 2 & 3: 2011 - 2013

POST CENSUS CAMPAIGN

Phase two of the Carers Count campaign will begin after April 11th, when the Census forms are be completed and returned to the CSO.  Phase two will run over a two year period and will consist of a number of elements.

· Lobbying for the early release of Care related statistics: The Carers Association will continue to liaise with the CSO to ensure that data relating to question 22 is released as early as possible. 

· Follow-up support for Family Carers and Young Carers:  The Carers Association expect that the Carers Count campaign will raise awareness of the caring issue and will have encouraged many new Carers to come forward to seek support.  As such, the Association will make available a Family Carer Information Pack and Young Carer Information Pack to those who contact local centers. The Association will also host a number of regional information events for Carers.
· Family Carer Profile Report: The Carers Association will work closely with the CSO to prepare a socio economic and demographic profile of Family Carers in Ireland. This profile will provide a geographic breakdown of the total number of hours of care provided, age, economic status and occupational group as well as other principle indicators. Data relating to question 22 will also be cross-tabulated with other Census questions including those relating to older persons and those with a disability.  

· Dissemination of Family Carer Profile Report:  The Carers Profile Report will be a valuable research resource and will be disseminated to Government Ministers, TDs, Senators, policy makers, health care care providers and other interested parties.  Findings of the report will be of particular value in service planning and enhancing the supports available to Family Carers and Young Carers.  
· Evaluation of Carers Count Campaign: At the end of the Carers Count campaign, the Carers Association will complete an evaluation, exploring the achievements, strengths and weakness of the campaign as well as identifying the changes it has brought about.
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